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of their mother-tongue, and they don't see that with their
reforms they are destroying the very roots of Polish phone-
tics. They are depriving poets and writers of many of
their opportunities, and thus they are creating things that
are fundamentally contrary to the musical spirit of the
Polish language."
' "Don't you agree that phonetical expressions are
symbols of a more significant reality which is rooted in the
character of a nation that has been using them for
centuries ? "
" Of course I do. That is exactly the reason why I
deplore all those ridiculous linguistic reforms. They
might even change the spirit and the character of a nation.
I personally have been brought up on the Polish classics,
and language means a great deal to me. When I see the
mutilated corpses of words that I once used to know as
beautiful expressions of the musical genius of my nation, I
begin to lose contact with my own language.9*
** Are there any great Polish composers living at
present?"
" SzymanowsH is undoubtedly a man of great talent
Some of his songs are quite lovely, and they can well be
compared with the songs of any composer you may care to
mention. His instrumental, and more particularly his
piano compositions, however, do not mean a great deal to
me ; I cannot find contact with them, and I must confess
that although I tried to play one or two of them, I simply
could not get into their spirit, and I was unable to find an
interpretation for them- Once I used to play an early
Etude by Szymanowski, but I am sure he would not care
to be reminded of that early work; he might even re-
pudiate it. His more recent compositions are too cold
for me, too « certbrale.*"
" Is this the case with other modern composers too ? "
" With most of them so fax as I know them. Their
music does not come from the heart; it is not fdt, it is
just written. Real music must be like a running stream

